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1. SUMVARY

CLI MATE MAY BE CHANG NG BUT NOT' THE WORLD METEOROLOG CAL
ORGANI ZATI ON (WD) WHI CH HELD I TS 13TH QUADRENNI AL CONGRESS
| N GENEVA FROM MAY 4-26, 1999. THE CONGRESS RE- ELECTED DR
JOHN ZI LLMAN ( AUSTRALI A) AS PRESI DENT AND RE- APPO NTED
PROF G O P. OBASI (N GERIA) AS SECRETARY- GENERAL. SEC- GEN
OBASI WLL SERVE A 5TH FOUR- YEAR TERM BUT CONGRESS
APPROVED A RESCLUTI ON LI M TI NG ANY FUTURE APPO NTMENT TO A
TOTAL OF THREE TERMS BEG NNI NG FROM THE NEXT CONGRESS. THE
CONGRESS APPROVED A RESOLUTI ON FOR HYDROLOG CAL DATA
EXCHANGE, SIM LAR TO THE ONE APPROVED FOUR YEARS AGDO FOR
METEOROLOG CAL DATA EXCHANGE. THE WMO ADOPTED A FOUR- YEAR
ZERO NOM NAL GROWMH PROGRAM AND BUDCET OF SW SSFRANC

248. 8M  FI NANCI AL AND ADM NI STRATI VE | SSUES ARE REPORTED

| N SEPTEL.
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2.  OPEN NG

THE 13TH WMO CONGRESS OPENED AT | TS NEW BUI LDI NG VH CH WAS
COVMPLETED ON SCHEDULE AND UNDER COST. MRS. R DREI FUSS,
PRESI DENT OF THE SW SS CONFEDERATI ON TOOK PART | N THE
OPENI NG OF CONGRESS AND DEDI CATI ON OF THE NEW BUI LDI NG
THE UNI TED STATES DELEGATI ON WAS HEADED BY GENERAL JACK
KELLY, JR, U S. PERMANENT REPRESENTATI VE TO THE WMO. THE
MVEETI NG WAS ATTENDED BY 630 DELEGATES FROM 170 COUNTRI ES.

3. | NTERNATI ONAL EXCHANGE OF DATA

THE WMO CONGRESS ENDCRSED | NTER- SESSI ONAL DECI SI ONS TAKEN
BY THE EXECUTI VE COUNCI L W TH REGARD TO | NTERPRETATI ON OF
WMO RESCLUTI ON 40 ON THE | NTERNATI ONAL EXCHANGE OF
METEOROLOG CAL DATA AND PRODUCTS. CONGRESS Xl Il PASSED A
RESCLUTI ON ON THE | NTERNATI ONAL EXCHANGE OF HYDROLOG CAL
DATA AND PRODUCTS, SIM LAR TO WMO RESOLUTI ON 40, WTH

LI TTLE DI SCUSSI ON. THE RESOLUTI ON ENCOURAGES MEMBERS TO
EXCHANGE HYDROLOG CAL DATA NEEDED FOR PROTECTI ON OF LI FE
AND PROPERTY, FOR FORECASTS, AND FOR RESEARCH. EUROPEANS
WERE SUCCESSFUL | N GETTI NG CONGRESS TO ACGREE TO LOOK AT THE
| SSUE OF AERONAUTI CAL DATA ON THE | NTERNET. | N MANY

| NSTANCES, THESE AERONAUTI CAL DATA ARE | DENTI CAL TO THOSE
DATA VWH CH ARE RESTRI CTED UNDER RESOLUTI ON 40. THE | SSUE
W LL BE ADDRESSED | N A EXECUTI VE COUNCI L SUBGROUP, | N VWHI CH
GEN. KELLY IS A MEMBER

4. ROLE AND OPERATI ON OF NWVHS

MEMBERS DI SCUSSED THE CHANGES VWH CH MANY NATI ONAL
METEOROLOG CAL AND HYDROLOG CAL SERVI CES (NVHS) ARE FACI NG
IN LI GHT OF MOVES BY SOME GOVERNMENTS TO RECOVER COSTS.
THE MOST | MPORTANT | SSUES | NVOLVE CONTI NUED GOVERNVENT
SUPPORT FOR THE | NFRASTRUCTURE OF NMHS VWH CH CANNOT BE
COVMPLETELY SUPPORTED BY COMVERCI AL ACTI VI TI ES AND THE NEED
FOR CONTI NUED | NTERNATI ONAL COOPERATI QN, NOT COWPETI TI ON,
IN THE FI ELDS OF METEOROLOGY AND HYDROLOGY. FOR THESE
REASONS, THE CONGRESS ADOPTED | TS FI RST EVER DECLARATI ON
VWH CH ECHOED THESE | SSUES.

5. | NVOLVEMENT OF PRI VATE SECTOR

FOLLOW NG A NOAA WORKSHCOP I N JANUARY | N DALLAS, CANADA AND
THE U. S. CO SPONSORED A PROPCSAL TO ESTABLI SH A MECHANI SM
TO | NCREASE THE PARTI Cl PATI ON OF THE MEDI A, PRI VATE SECTOR
AND ACADEM A I N THE WORK AND ACTI VI TIES OF THE WMO.  KEY

| SSUES OF MUTUAL CONCERN | NCLUDE COORDI NATI ON OF NATI ONAL

WARNI NGS AND FORECASTS, AND ATTRI BUTI ON TO SOURCES OF DATA
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AND PRODUCTS BY THE MEDIA. E. C. WLL EXPLORE WAYS TO

| NCREASE THE | NVOLVEMENT OF THE PRI VATE SECTOR | N WORK OF
THE WMO OVER THE NEXT FOUR YEARS THROUGH A WORKI NG GROUP.
TH'S I NI TI ATI VE MET OPPGCSI TI ON BY SOME MEMBERS, NOTABLY
FRANCE.

6. STRUCTURE OF THE ORGAN ZATI ON

AFTER FOUR YEARS OF DI SCUSSI QN, CONGRESS HAD BEFORE I T ONLY
A MERCGER OF TWO OF I TS EI GHT TECHNI CAL COWMM SSI ONS, BUT
AGREEMENT COULD NOT' BE REACHED. CONGRESS DECI DED TO

CONTI NUE TO LOOK AT POSSI BLE AVENUES FOR RESTRUCTURI NG | N
THE ORGANI ZATI ON OVER THE NEXT FOUR YEARS, BUT PRCSPECTS
FOR SI GNI FI CANT CHANGES W LL HAVE TO AWAI T ELECTION OF A
NEW SECRETARY- GENERAL.

7. WORLD WEATHER WATCH

| T WAS NOTED THAT UNDER THE NEW STRUCTURE OF THE COWM SSI ON
FOR BASI C SYSTEMS, SPECI AL EXPERT TEAMS WERE LOCKI NG AT Y2K
| SSUES RELATED TO METEOROLOGY AND AT | NCREASED USE OF

| NTERNET. NWHS WERE URGED TO LI NK THEI R WEB PAGES W TH THE
WMO HOVEPAGE. CONGRESS WAS | NFORVED THE BASI C GLOBAL
SURFACE OBSERVI NG SYSTEM IS BASI CALLY STABLE BUT THE GLOBAL
UPPER- Al R OBSERVI NG SYSTEM HAS REDUCED BY 4%  SEVERAL
DELEGATI ONS NOTED THE UNRELI ABI LI TY OF THE VAI SALA GPS
SONDE SYSTEM VHERE UP TO 30% OF THE SOUNDI NGS WERE LOST.
CBS WLL LOOK I NTO THE MATTER, ALONG W TH THE H GH COST OF
THE SONDES. CONGRESS ENDORSED | NCREASED COLLABORATI ON
BETWEEN THE GLOBAL OBSERVI NG SYSTEM FOR WEATHER AND THE ONE
BEI NG CONSI DERED FOR CLI MATE.

8. SATELLI TE | SSUES

THE U. S. PRESENTED A TALK ON I TS MOVES TOMRDS A CONVERGED
PCOLAR ORBI TI NG SATELLI TE SYSTEM AND THE EXPECTED | MPACT ON
WEATHER, WATER AND CLI MATE SERVI CES. CONGRESS AGREED OVER
THE NEXT FOUR YEAR PERI GD TO HOLD A MEETI NG OF PERMANENT
REPRESENTATI VES FROM COUNTRI ES OPERATI NG METECROLOGE CAL
SATELLI TES AND SATELLI TE OPERATORS TO DI SCUSS PQOLI CY | SSUES
| MPACTI NG THE FUTURE DEVELOPMENT OF SATELLI TE

| NSTRUVENTATI ON VHI CH MEETS THE NEEDS OF WMO. | NDI A
ANNCOUNCED THE SUCCESSFUL LAUNCH OF | T GEOCSTATI ONARY | NSAT
2E FROM VH CH METEOROLOG CAL DATA WLL BE SHARED ON A CASE-
BY-CASE BASIS (E.G, WTH THE U.S.). CH NA ANNOUNCED THE
SUCCESSFUL LAUNCH OF FY-1C, | TS FI RST OPERATI ONAL POLAR
ORBI TI NG SATELLI TE, FROM WH CH DATA WLL BE PROVI DED FREELY
TO ALL.
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9. WORLD CLI MATE PROGRAM

CONGRESS AGREED ON THE FOLLOW NG PO NTS: (1) THE CENTRAL
BRI DA NG ACTI VI TY BETWEEN THE RESEARCH AND SERVI CE
ACTIVITIES OF THE WCP |S THE CLI MATE | NFORVATI ON AND

PREDI CTI ON SERVI CES (CLIPS) PRQIECT, (2) A REG ONAL CLI MATE
FOCUS HAD HI GH PRIORITY, (3) THE DETERM NATI ON CF HOW WMO
RESCLUTI ON 40 RELATED TO CLI MATE DATA IS STILL NOT CLEAR
AND NEEDS FURTHER REVI EW AND (4) ESTABLI SHVENT OF

SPECI ALI ZED REG ONAL CENTERS W TH RESPONSI BI LI TY FOR

CLI MATE MONI TORI NG AND FORECASTI NG IS STI LL UNDER

CONSI DERATI ON.  USDEL RECOMVENDED WMO RES. 40 SHOULD NOT BE
APPLI ED TO DATA AND PRODUCTS THAT PREDATE | T VWH CH CGERMANY
SURPRI SI NGLY SUPPORTED. USDEL ALSO RECOMVENDED FURTHER
DEFI NI TI ON OF REQUI REMENTS, GOALS, AND OBJECTI VES OF

REG ONAL CENTERS, BEFORE ESTABLI SHMVENT.

10. THE REPCORT ON CLI MATE AGENDA ACTI VI TI ES WAS G VEN BY
THE CHAI RVAN OF THE | NTERAGENCY COWMM TTEE FOR THE CLI MATE
AGENDA, DR. G MCBEAN ( CANADA) . HE | NDI CATED THERE WAS
GROW NG WORLD- W DE CONCERN ABOUT THE DECLI NE | N

OBSERVATI ONS BEI NG PROVI DED TO THE CLI MATE DATA ARCHI VES
AND THE NEED FOR MORE DEDI CATED SUPPORT FOR THE AGENDA' S
ACTI VI Tl ES.

12. THE I NCOM NG DI RECTOR OF THE GLOBAL CLI MATE OBSERVI NG
SYSTEM (GCOS), DR A THOVAS (USA) PAINTED A DEPRESSI NG

Pl CTURE | NDI CATI NG GCOS IS AT A CRITI CAL PO NT ANALOGOUS TO
A PATI ENT I N | NTENSI VE CARE. GCOS SPONSORS AND THE U. N.
CLI MATE FRAMEWORK CONFERENCE OF PARTI ES (COP) EXPECT THE
FULL ATMOSPHERI C, OCEANI C AND TERRESTRI AL OBSERVATI ONAL
SYSTEMS TO BE | MPLEMENTED W THOUT FURTHER PLANNI NG, HOWEVER
RESOURCES ARE LACKI NG FOR STAFF AT WO AND FUNDS FOR
MEMBERS TO DEPLOY THE NECESSARY SYSTEMS TO | MPLEMENT GCOS.

13. THE CHAIR OF THE JO NT SCI ENTI FIC COW TTEE (DR. L.
GATES, USA) REPORTED THE WORLD CLI MATE RESEARCH PROGRAM
(MWCRP) 1S SHI FTING I TS EMPHASI S TOMRDS REG ONAL SCALES.

DR GATES QUTLI NED THE FUTURE CHALLENGCES AS: (1) ASSEMBLI NG
GLOBAL CLI MATE DATA SETS, | NCLUDI NG PALECCLI MATE DATA; (2)

| MPROVI NG CLI MATE MODELS BY REMOVI NG SYSTEMATI C ERRCRS,

| NCREASI NG RESCOLUTI QN, AND | NCORPORATI NG Bl OGEOCHEM CAL
PROCESSES; (3) SYSTEMATI CALLY EXPLCRI NG CLI MATE

PREDI CTABI LI TY ON VARI QUS Tl ME SCALES; AND (4) RESEARCH NG
ANTHROPOGENI C CLI MATE CHANGE. THE USDEL WORKED W TH THE UK
AND OTHERS TO DEVELOP A PROPCSAL FOR A REVI EW OF THE WCP
AND POSSI BLE REASSI GNMENT OF RESOURCES.
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14. ATMOSPHERI C RESEARCH AND ENVI RONMVENT PROGRAM
CONGRESS ENDORSED THE NEWLY FORMED WORLD WEATHER RESEARCH
PROGRAM (WARP) . THE WARP W LL PROMOTE THE DEVELCOPMENT AND
APPLI CATI ON OF | MPROVED FORECASTI NG TECHNI QUES, W TH
EMPHASI S ON H GH | MPACT WEATHER EVENTS. W THI N THE U. S. A
SI GNI FI CANT CONTRI BUTION TO THE WARP | S THE U. S. WEATHER
RESEARCH PROGRAM PRESENTLY FUNDED BY NSF, NOAA, NASA, AND
DOD/ ONR.

15. APPLI CATI ONS OF METECROLOGY

THE PUBLI C WEATHER SERVI CES PROGRAM WAS DEVELOPED TO ASSI ST
NVHSS | MPROVE THEI R CAPABI LI TY TO DELI VER H GH QUALI TY
METEOROLOG CAL SERVI CES TO THE PUBLIC. THE "GUI DE TO THE
PUBLI C WEATHER SERVI CES PRACTI CES" W LL BE PUBLI SHED LATER
TH'S YEAR I N RELATI ON TO THE AERONAUTI CAL METEOROLOG CAL
PROGRAM CONGRESS NOTED THE GLOBAL COVERAGE OF THE WAFS
SATELLI TE BROADCAST WAS ACHI EVED I N 1996 WTH 165 GROUND
RECEI VI NG AND WORK STATI ONS I N 120 COUNTRI ES | NSTALLED TO
DATE. CONGRESS EXPRESSED APPRECI ATI ON TO MEMBERS, IN

PARTI CULAR THE U.S. AND U. K. FOR PROVI DI NG OTHER MEMBERS

W TH THE NECESSARY EQUI PMENT TO ACCESS THE SATELLI TE
BROADCAST. CONGRESS ENDORSED A NEW BODY FOR OCEANOGRAPHY
AND MARI NE METEOROLOGY TO BE ESTABLI SHED JO NTLY W TH 1 CC,
TO REPLACE EXI STI NG BODI ES | N BOTH ORGANI ZATI ONS.  AS A
FOLLOW UP TO THE MEETI NG | N MARCH, AFTER MJCH DEBATE,
CONGRESS DECI DED TO ASK COUNTRI ES WH CH ARE PART OF THE
TECHNI CAL COVM SSI ON ON AGRI CULTURAL METEOROLOGY TO ENDORSE
THE ELECTI ON OF RAY MOTHA (USDA) AS PRESI DENT OF THE

COM SSI ON.  THE ENDORSEMENT | S EXPECTED TO BE COVPLETED BY
MAIL WTH N 3 MONTHS.

16. EDUCATI ON AND TRAI NI NG

CONGRESS, NOTI NG THE EXPANDI NG NEED FOR TRAI NI NG I N ALL
NVHSS, HI GHLI GHTED THE ADVANTAGE OF DI STANCE TRAI NI NG
ESPECI ALLY VI A THE | NTERNET, AND CALLED FOR A STRONGER
EMPHASI S ON THE DEVELOPMENT AND APPL| CATION OF TH S METHCD
OF TRAI NI NG

17. HYDROLOGY AND WATER RESOURCES

CONGRESS RECOGNI ZED THE | NCREASI NGY | MPORTANT ROLE OF
HYDROLOGY | N THE WORK OF WMO AND ENDORSED THE RECENT FOCUS
OF THE ORGANI ZATI ON I N | MPROVI NG THE HYDROLOG CAL DATA BASE
ON A REG ONAL BASI S. ALTHOUGH CONGRESS ENCOURAGED REG ONAL
HYDROLOG CAL ADVI SORS TO ATTEND THE E. C. AS ADVI SERS TO
MEMBERS, |T DID NOTI' SUPPORT THEI R FULL MEMBERSH P ON E. C
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CONGRESS SAW MERI T | N REFLECTI NG HYDROLOGY | N A SUBTI TLE OF
THE ORGANI ZATI ON, BUT DI D NOT W SH TO CHANGE THE NAME OF
WMO, CONGRESS REQUESTED THE EC TO FURTHER STUDY THI S
MATTER.

18. TECHNI CAL COOPERATI ON PROGRAM

THE RECORD OF THE PAST FOUR YEARS FOR TECHNI CAL COOPERATI ON
FOR WO SHOWED CONSI DERABLE REDUCTI ON FROM PREVI OQUS YEARS.
THE 2/ 3RDS DECREASE WAS MAI NLY FROM TWO REASONS: A CHANGE

I N FUNDI NG APPROACH BY MAJOR FUNDI NG | NSTI TUTI ONS, AND A
RELUCTANCE ON THE PART OF THE SECRETARI AT TO ADJUST THEIR
APPROACH TO SEEKI NG ASSI STANCE FOR DEVELOPI NG COUNTRI ES.
THE LI KELI HOOD OF | MPROVEMENT | N THESE ACTI VI TI ES OVER THE
NEXT FOUR YEARS |S SLIGHT. THE U. S. HAS HAD SEVERAL RECENT
SUCCESSES | N OBTAI NI NG FUNDI NG FOR NVHSS AFFECTED BY

HURRI CANES GEORGES AND M TCH, AND WLL TAKE A MAJOR ROLE IN
GETTI NG ADDI TI ONAL RESOURCES FROM EXTERNAL FUNDS FOR

| MPROVEMENT | N | NTERNATI ONAL METEOROLOGY.

19. REGQ ONAL PROGRAM

DESPI TE OPPOSI TI ON, USDEL WAS SUCCESSFUL | N GETTI NG THE
E.C. TO CONDUCT AN ASSESSMENT OF THE FUNCTI ONI NG AND
EFFECTI VENESS OF THE FOUR SUB- REG ONAL OFFI CES ESTABLI SHED
SI NCE LAST CONGRESS BEFORE NEW ONES ARE ESTABLI SHED. TWO
NEW SUB- REG ONAL OFFI CES WERE PROPOSED AND W DELY SUPPCRTED
BY THE RESPECTI VE AREAS FOR THE NEWLY | NDEPENDENT STATES
(I'N BULGARI A) AND FOR ASI A (I N PAKI STAN) .

20. CONVENTI ON AND LEGAL QUESTI ONS

CONGRESS APPROVED A LIMT OF 3 FOUR- YEAR TERMS FOR THE
PCSI TI ON OF WMO SECRETARY- GENERAL, EFFECTI VE FROM THE 14TH
CONGRESS. | T AGREED I N PRI NCI PLE TO CHANGE THE NAME OF
THE SI X REG ONAL ASSCOCI ATIONS TO WO REGON | TO VI.
CONGRESS DI D NOT AGREE TO | NCREASI NG THE NUMBER OF VI CE
PRESI DENTS OF THE ORGANI ZATI ON.  CONGRESS QUTLI NED
PROCEDURES FOR MEMBERS TO PARTI Cl PATE I N E. C. MEETI NGS AS
PART-TI ME ADVI SORS TO REG ONAL PRESI DENTS, BUT DI D NOT
APPROVE SPECI AL OBSERVER STATUS.

21. ENVI RONVENT AND CLI MATE CHANGE

CONGRESS NOTED THE SClI ENTI FI C AND TECHNI CAL CONTRI BUTI ONS
MADE BY WMO TO THE UNFCCC. W TH REGARD TO UNCCD THE
CONGRESS NOTED THAT THE FI GHT AGAI NST DESERTI FI CATI ON AND
DROUGHT HAD RECEI VED A HHGH PRIORITY IN WMO S LONG TERM
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PLANS THROUGH THEI R AGRI CULTURE METECROLOGY PROGRAM AND
HYDROLOGE CAL PROGRAM  CONGRESS EXPRESSED GRATI TUDE TO
GOVERNMENTS, REG ONAL ECONOM C | NTEGRATI ON UNI TS AND OTHER
ORGANI ZATI ONS FOR THEI R SUPPORT TO THE | PCC | N CASH AND
KIND. | PCC CHAl RMAN PERSONALLY THANKED USDEL FOR | TS USD
2.7 MLLION CONTRI BUTION TO THE | PCC WH CH WAS DEPCSI TED
DURI NG CONGRESS.

22. DR ZILLMAN, WMO PRESI DENT, NOTED WMO NEEDS A MORE
FORWARD- LOCKI NG AND BETTER COORDI NATED APPRCACH TO CLI MATE
| SSUES, AND SUGGESTED THI' S BE G VEN H GH PRIORI TY BY THE
E.C. HE SUGGESTED THE E. C. SHOULD CONSI DER WHETHER WMO
SHOULD HOLD A 3RD WORLD CLI MATE CONFERENCE DURI NG THE 13TH
FI NANCI AL PERI OD.

23. PROGRAM AND BUDGET

THE ZERO NOM NAL GROWH BUDGET LEVEL OF SW SSFRANCS 248. 8M
WAS ACGREED EARLY IN THE SESSI ON W TH DI SCUSSI ONS FOCUSI NG
ON HOW TO DI STRI BUTE A ONE- TI ME ADDI TI ONAL SUM OF SF3. 5M
BETWEEN THE PROGRAMS OF THE ORGANI ZATI ON.  THE SUM WAS
REALI ZED I N THE TRANSI TI ON TO NEW PREM SES.  THE FOUR- YEAR
BUDGET WLL BE | MPLEMENTED ON A BI ENNI UM BASI S, HALF- HALF.

24. ELECTI ONS AND APPO NTMENTS

PROF G O P. OBASI WAS APPQO NTED SECRETARY- GENERAL FOR A 5™
FOUR- YEAR TERM HE RECEI VED MORE THAN 2/ 3RDS OF THE FI RST
BALLOT VOTES OF 154 ELI G BLE DELEGATI ONS OVER TWO OTHER
CANDI DATES: DR G MCBEAN ( CANADA) AND AMB. M DENGO ( COSTA
RICA). TWDO DAYS BEFORE THE ELECTI ON, DELEGATI ONS WERE

I NVI TED TO AN | NFORVAL ONE- HOUR PRESENTATI ON BY EACH OF THE
THREE CANDI DATES. THE OFFI CERS FOR THE ORGANI ZATI ON ARE
PRESI DENT, DR JOHN ZI LLMAN ( AUSTRALI A); 1°" VI CE

PRESI DENT, MR J-P BEYSSON ( FRANCE); 2"° VI CE PRESI DENT,

DR. A-M NOORI AN (I RAN); AND 3% VI CE PRESI DENT, CMDR R
SONZI NI ( ARCGENTI NA) . THE 36- MEMBER EXECUTI VE COUNCI L WAS
ELECTED W TH MANY OF THE SAME | NDI VI DUALS AS | N THE

PREVI QUS FOUR YEARS. GEN. JACK KELLY WAS RE- ELECTED TO THE
WMO EXECUTI VE COUNCI L.

25. DATE AND PLACE OF CG XI'V

THE XI VTH WORLD METECROLOG CAL CONGRESS | S SCHEDULED FOR 5
TO 26 MAY 2003. YY

W1 A KWESTON: VR (301) 713- 0647X145: 6/ 2/ 99

I\ 1 Al KAY\ CONGRESS\ SUMVARY. CBL
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